BEHIND BARS v usoess coomen

Kultu're
vultures

Never before has motorcycling
had so many subcultures.

Sure, we've always had distinctly different
branches of the motorcycle tree — off-road riders,
on-road riders and riders who only race. But right
now within those segments are dozens of obses-
sive little groups.

One subculture has burst through from the
grassroots. The "neo retro kustom kulture”scene
has grown from the backstreets of the world's
major cities to the drawing boards of factory
designers. The ideals are the same as the original
kustom kulture crowd, 1950s hot-rodders. Rather
than a flat-head Ford coupe, the modern kulture
vulture’s blank canvas is an old Yamaha Virago that
gets transformed into a low-rider. Or a busted
Honda NX650 Dominator turned into a flat-tracker
replica. Perhaps a BMW R80 rebomn as a café racer.

The builds become internet hits through blogs
and Pinterest pdstings.The best examples inspire
others and-the scene has exploded.

Late last year Melbourne hosted the aptly-
named Oil Stained Brain. Held in a “communal
Collingwood workshop it displayed 30 retros,
along with movies and a photographic exhibition.

It really was a“no brainet” for any observer of
the scene. The One Motorcycle Show, in Portland,

Oregon, is four years old and has inspired similar o
evegts in E'uropi and the UK (Ed:RusIsJeHBums will ?é"é%g 3@ ﬁfig %ﬁ?. umLn
be there for FW this year, so stay tuned).

Even Hog Mecca Sturgis last year hosted Ton
Up!, a celebration of retro café racers,

Of course, it never takes long for the main-
stream to realise backstreet heroes are on to
something. Especially if their products starin a
movie, such as the Honda CL350 custom ridden
by actress Rooney Mara in 2011’s The Girl with
the Dragon Tattoo.

But there are pitfalls. In 1971 the FX Super
Glide was Harley’s first factory-custom bike and
Norton came out with the Hi-Rider “chopper”,
Both failed to sell well because they looked like
caricatures of the standard bike. That's the risk
both the back-alley kulture-vulture purists and
the factory style-interpreters take. Probably only
about 30 per cent of retro customs look “right”,
There's a real skill and artistry involved to reinter-
pret an original design.

However, there is hope. Harley-Davidson's
new generation of Sportsters
and the latest crop of factory
retros from the other major
manufacturers are honest
attempts. Ride on.

Ferris Wheels were the first Aussie com
“take people to the top” This year the)
their 20th anniversary. So, happy birthdz
Wheels and, to all riders, let’s commit tc
top. It's an unrivalled feeling when you burst
through the clouds.
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